Department of Energy
Carlsbad Field Office
P. O. Box 3090
Carlsbad, New Mexico 88221

NOV 17 2009

Mr. James Bearzi, Chief

Hazardous Waste Bureau

New Mexico Environment Department
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1
Santa Fe, NM 87505-6303

Subject: Submittal of Corrected Volatile Organic Compound Information
Dear Mr. Bearzi:

The purpose of this letter is to submit corrected volatile organic compound (VOC)
information as required by Permit Condition I.E.15. The Permittees have recently
become aware that incorrect information was submitted in some reports required by the
Permit.

A discrepancy was discovered on October 23, 2008 between a Flo Sonic underground
airflow meter (flow meter) reading and the reading on a data logger attached to the flow
meter. The Flo Sonic flow meter and data logger are located near the intersection of E-
300 and S-1300. This discrepancy was identified during the implementation of a new
procedure step to manually record airflow readings from the digital display of the Flo
Sonic. The source of the problem was identified and the data logger was
reprogrammed on October 28.

The Permittees have corrected the problem and have evaluated the impact of the
discrepancy on data reported to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED).
Since the problem was identified, the Permittees have evaluated the extent of condition,
reviewed the process, corrected the data and updated the VOC database. These
activities were completed on November 12, 2009. It was determined that since
November 2007 the air flow values reported by the data logger have understated the
actual air flow in the E-300 drift at VOC Station A. This has resulted in reporting
normalized concentrations of VOCs that are lower than actual. The error to the E-300
airflow was a proportional constant. A correction factor was therefore derived and was
used in recalculating VOC concentrations.

The Permittees have corrected information for the five Notifications of Exceedances of
Repository VOC Concentration of Concern for Carbon Tetrachloride reported between
July 24, 2009 and October 23, 2009. The corrected information is included in
Attachment 1. No other VOC Concentration of Concern has been exceeded.
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The revised data indicate that since November 2007 additional exceedances of the
carbon tetrachloride concentration of concern have occurred. These additional
exceedances are listed on Attachment 2. These exceedances will be reported as
“other noncompliances” in the October 2010 annual monitoring report per Permit
Condition 1.E.14, Other Noncompliances.

Corrected values are also required for VOC data in the reports listed below:

) The Semi Annual VOC Data Summary Reports submitted to the NMED on April
28, 2008, October 24, 2008, April 24, 2009 and October 23, 2009.

. The Annual Site Environmental Reports for 2007 and 2008 submitted to the
NMED on September 30, 2008 and September 24, 2009 respectively.

. The VOC information submitted in the September 17 response to NMED request
for VOC concentration data.

This corrected information will be provided to the NMED in the form of errata sheets as
soon as the data in these reports are corrected and checked. This is expected to be
completed within the next 30 days. The data indicate that at no time during this period
did the running annual average for any VOC exceed the concentration of concern in
Permit Table IV.F.2.c and there has been no risk to our workers, or human health or the
environment offsite.

The main contribution of carbon tetrachloride appears to be from wastes in filled panels
(Panels 3 and 4). Therefore, the Permittees have taken actions to reduce VOC
emissions from those panels. The Permittees are currently evaluating the results of
those actions and are considering other alternative actions and monitoring (e.g. surface
monitoring) that we would like to discuss with you or your staff.

If you have any questions regarding this notification, please contact Mr. George
Basabilvazo at (575) 234-7488.

Sincerely,
/,,.. , / ﬁ/ﬁfﬂ/dv/ )M S
¢/David C. Moobdy, Manager M. F. Sharif, General Manager
Carlsbad Field Office Washington TRU Solutions LL.C
Enclosure(s)
cc:

S. Zappe, NMED
*ED denotes electronic distribution
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