STOP THE HOLTEC NUCLEAR DUMP SITE FOR ALL U.S. SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL
WHAT’S THE HOLTEC PLAN?
Holtec, a private company that makes nuclear waste storage and transport containers, wants to
build a surface storage site for 100,000 metric tons (MT) of U.S. commercial spent fuel from
nuclear reactors. The company submitted a license application in March 2017 to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) and hopes to begin shipping waste in 2022. Since there are less
than 80,000 MT of existing spent fuel, the company wants to store all existing waste and new
waste that is generated for the next many years.
WHERE’S THE HOLTEC SITE?
The 1,040-acre site is in southeastern New Mexico, about 34 miles west of Hobbs near U.S.
Highway 62. Holtec has an option to buy the site from the Eddy-Lea Energy Alliance.
WHERE’S THE SPENT FUEL NOW?
Virtually all spent fuel is at more than 80 nuclear
reactor sites around the country. More than 90
percent of the waste is in the eastern half of the U.S.
HOW WOULD THE WASTE GET TO NEW MEXICO?
It could be shipped by train on any railroad track
between the reactor sites and the Holtec site (which
needs a rail spur). The waste and transportation
containers are generally too heavy to ship by truck.
DOES THE HOLTEC PLAN COMPLY WITH EXISTING LAW?
NO. Federal law does not allow the U.S. government to transport and store spent fuel except at
a nuclear waste repository (deep underground site). Nuclear utilities are responsible for spent
fuel storage. But Holtec wants the U.S. government to pay for waste transportation and
storage, which requires Congress to change the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982.
IS HOLTEC’S CONSOLIDATED NUCLEAR WASTE STORAGE NEEDED?
NO. The nuclear utilities not only have the responsibility for waste storage, but they also have
the technical experience to store the waste and great financial incentives to safely handle it
because a storage accident would shut down the reactor and cost the company a lot of money.
The utilities also continue to create and store more waste as long as the reactor is operating.
WHAT CAN PEOPLE DO?
People can oppose the Holtec plan, including making comments to the NRC during 2018. You
can also tell U.S. representatives and senators to not change existing law related to nuclear
waste storage. Groups that oppose the Holtec plan also need support.
For more information:
Southwest Research and Information Center – www.sric.org, 505-262-1862 or
www.NoNuclearWasteAqui.org, 512-797-8481.

