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An April 27, 2016 Public Meeting on SNL Groundwater Contamination Sites convened by 
the New Mexico Environment Department at the request of the “The Water Groups” 
and other civil society organization was attended by more than 50 people.  
 
Almost half of the attendees provided comments and questions to NMED about the 
contamination from and environmental oversight regarding the SNL Groundwater 
Contamination Sites. 

RECENT PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
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Robinson 2011, p. 6, “Groundwater Contamination and Remediation Options at the Technical Area Five 
(TAV) and the Tijeras Arroyo Groundwater (TAG) Environmental Remediation Sites at Sandia National 
Laboratories, New Mexico” at http://www.sric.org/nuclear/docs/2011-07-
20%20CARD%20Project%20Sixth%20Draft%20w%20Figs.pdf  

CONTAMINANTS OF CONCERN – additional information in attached Fact Sheet among other sources 
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TECH AREA-V  
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Legacy of NMED Notices of Disapproval regarding Corrective Measures at Tech Area V 
 
As of 2011 – “Status of the Remediation Process at TAV  
 - SNL is required by the regulations being implemented at the TA-V site to submit and 
attain approval from NMED-HWB for a Corrective Measure Evaluation Report (“CMER”) 
prior to selection and implementation of a remedy to the contamination at the site. During 
its review of the TA-V CMER issued in July 2005, NMED issued of series of three Notices of 
Deficiency to SNL. The first NOD was issued in June 2008, the second NOD was issued 
August 2008 and a third NOD was issued December 2009 following SNL responses to the 
previous NODs. SNL’s February 2010 response to the third NOD provided the basis for 
NMED’s May 2010 Conditional Approval of SNL Groundwater Investigation Work Plan. … 
 
“Milestones in SNL’s 2011 GWI [Groundwater Investigation] Work Plan Approved by NMED 
were:  
 - February 2012 – Completion of eight consecutive quarterly samples for the 
groundwater and soil vapor monitoring wells; 

- May 2013 – Submittal of a revised Corrective Measures Evaluation Report;  
- May 2014 – NMED Approval, disapproval or approval with conditions of revised 
CMER 

 and make approved CMER available for Public Review’ 
- December 2014 – NMED selects recommended final remedy; and 
- December 2015 – NMED convenes hearing on and selects final remedy.”  

Robinson 2011, p. 10 9 
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The Regulatory Deadline for Tech Area-V Corrective Measures Evaluation Report has  
slipped 8 years since 2012 

Slide 30 of 59, “NMED Groundwater Investigations Sites at SNL” – Presentation, April 27, 2016 (NMED4-2016) 
At https://www.env.nm.gov/DOE_Oversight/documents/2016NMEDTijerasArroyoGroundwaterPublicMeeting.pdf 

https://www.env.nm.gov/DOE_Oversight/documents/2016NMEDTijerasArroyoGroundwaterPublicMeeting.pdf
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Burn Site 
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Burn Site 

SNL 11-2012, Slide 15 of 26  13 



P. 5, 2008 Burn Site Groundwater Corrective Measures Evaluation Work Plan 
At https://hwbdocuments.env.nm.gov/Sandia%20National%20Labs/2008-04-09%20Burn%20Site%20GW%20CME%20WP.pdf 
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https://hwbdocuments.env.nm.gov/Sandia National Labs/2008-04-09 Burn Site GW CME WP.pdf
https://hwbdocuments.env.nm.gov/Sandia National Labs/2008-04-09 Burn Site GW CME WP.pdf
https://hwbdocuments.env.nm.gov/Sandia National Labs/2008-04-09 Burn Site GW CME WP.pdf
https://hwbdocuments.env.nm.gov/Sandia National Labs/2008-04-09 Burn Site GW CME WP.pdf
https://hwbdocuments.env.nm.gov/Sandia National Labs/2008-04-09 Burn Site GW CME WP.pdf
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The Regulatory Deadline for the Burn Site Corrective Measures Evaluation Report has  
slipped 8 years since 2012 15 
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Legacy of NMED Notices of Disapproval regarding Corrective Measures at Tijeras Arroyo 
Groundwater Contamination Site 
 
[2011] “Status of the Remediation Process at TAG – SNL is required by the regulations 
being implemented at the TAG site to submit and attain approval from NMED-HWB or a 
Corrective Measure Evaluation Report (“CMER”) prior to selection and implementation of a 
remedy to the contamination at the site. [In 2011], NMED [was] reviewing the August 2005 
CMER for the TAG site following approval of the Groundwater Investigation Report (GIR) for 
the site in February 2010. NMED-HWB staff have indicated that they will begin review of 
the 2005 CMER following the Agency’s acceptance of SNL responses to two Notices of 
Disapproval it issued for the GIR. The GIR was submitted to NMED-HWB by SNL in 
November 2005. The two Notices of Disapproval were provided to SNL on August 1, 2008 
and August 12, 2009. The SNL response to the first NOD in February 2009 was the focus of 
the second NOD issued in August 2009. The SNL’s January 19, 2010 Response to the second 
NOD provided the basis for NMED’s February 22, 2010 approval of the TAG GIR. In that 
letter notifying SNL of the NMED approval of the January 19, 2010 SNL response to second 
TAG NOD, NMED notified SNL of its intent to begin review of the August 2005 TAG CMER. 
 
“NMED-HWB’s February 2010 GIR approval letter does not address the need for, or 
opportunity to prepare, a consolidated update the August 2005 CMER including all 
post-2005 groundwater information or remedial technology developments.” 

Robinson 2011, p. 15 19 
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Tijeras Arroyo GW (continued) 

The Deadline for the Tijeras Arroyo GW Site Corrective Measures Evaluation Report 
has slipped 3 years since 2012 

Slide 39 of 56, NMED 4-2016 
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Findings: 
 
Neither NMED nor the Permittee DOE-SNL has posted any recent documents generated as 
a result of regulatory requirements or environmental oversight related to three Areas of 
Concern without Corrective Action Completed where groundwater contamination exceeds 
maximum contaminant levels – TAG, TA-V and the Burn Site. 
 
Therefore, no members of public, (or WUA staff, to the authors knowledge)  have had an 
opportunity to review and comment on the regulatory orders setting deadlines for the SNL 
GW Contamination Sites where Environmental Oversight action have been deferred 3 – 8 
years beyond deadline in place or planned in 2012. 
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Recommendations: 
 
ABCWUA and WPAB actively seek opportunities to review and comment on the 
environmental oversight records for SNL for the three groundwater contamination sites 
as soon as possible. 
 
ABCWUA and WPAB seek prompt posting of all documents associated with the three 
groundwater contamination sites. 
 
ABCWUA and WPAB request opportunities for review of ABCWUA and WPAB, and Public 
comments  on the environmental oversight records for the three sites with NMED. 
 
ABCWUA and WPAB request opportunity to comment on draft environmental oversight 
reports currently required of SNL-DOE in a timely manner prior to acceptance of the 
draft reports as final. 
 
ABCWUA and WPAB seek opportunity for Public Hearings on Corrective Measure 
Evaluation Report for TAG due in December 2016 and other CMERs when completed. 
 
ABCWUA and WPAB recommend that opportunities to review and comment on SNL 
documents prior to their acceptance as complete be provided by NMED to the Public 
and Staff. 
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